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EDITORIAL. 


In this number, as is our custom at this time of the year, we turn 
our attention to the coming Annual Meeting of the Library Associa- 
tion. The choice of Leeds as a venue for the Conference, coming 
as it does after Glasgow and Birmingham, is a proof to those who 
need it of the earnestness which actuates the Council, aid the 
members, of the Library Association. We note that our colleagues 
the accountants, surveyors and others, have a weakness for Torquay, 
Southport and Scarborough for their serious annual deliberations ; 
and such a choice has one advantage: it encourages members 
of committees to join their officers at the meetings. There are 
compensations, however, as any wise man will recognise. The 
library movement succeeds, in so far as it is able to convince the 
great centres of population of its value. Meeting in them has, 
therefore, a primary political value, if we may use that term in 
this connection ; and it has a secondary professional one in that in 
such great towns a really complete and active application of library 
work can be seen. 
* * * * 

As a library centre Leeds ranks fourth amongst the cities of 
the United Kingdom, and proportionately to its population is the 
largest of them all. With a population of about 472,000 it ‘has a 
central library with a splendid reference library, a commercial 
library, fourteen whole-time branches as well as ten evening branches, 
some of which are being replaced this year by whole-time ones. 
The stock exceeds 350,000 and the issues reach about two millions 
annually. We believe Leeds was the first library to develop the 
story hour and specially to employ an assistant for the purpose 
in the libraries which are known by the unpleasant name of “ Young 
People’s. Rooms ’—Mr. Jast’s ugly substitute for the ‘ 
Library ’’ of most towns to-day. 

* * 

The Leeds Libraries have been the main life-work of the dis- 
tinguished chief librarian, Mr. Thomas W. Hand. The Conference 
comes at the close of a career devoted to libraries and the extending 
of reading facilities to the people which must have had, and must 
still have, enormous results in the life of the city. Fortunately, in 
Paka manner and energy Mr. Hand is still in the prime of 

e, and we hope to see him at many annual meetings to come. 


In Dr. Henry Guppy the Library Association has obtained a 
president in whose acceptance of office all librarians may rejoice 
unaffectedly. It would be impertinent to describe in other than 
general terms the services to librarianship and to humanity which 
justify his election. He has stood throughout his fine career for tne 
fullest and most ungrudging service to the public. ‘‘ That door is 
always open,”’ he is reported to have said to a visitor to the John 
Rylands Library, pointing to his office there. That is the keynote 
of his career. To adapt Austin Dobson’s words on Dr. Garnett :— 

“ He knows of moSt things more than any other, 
And looks on every learner as a brother.” 
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Leeds has won another library distinction this year. Mr. George 
W. Strother, who has been on the staff of the public libraries for 
many years, has been elected President of the Association of 
Assistant Librarians, an honour which any librarian has the right 
to be proud to achieve. Mr. Strother was formerly President of the 
Yorkshire Branch and has a long record of service in the interest of 
libraries and those who work in them. 

* * * * 


The profession has reason to congratulate itself on the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Luxmoore Newcombe as the Librarian of the Central 
Library for Students. There was a fear, quite frankly confessed 
by some, that the Executive Committee of that admirable institu- 
tion would prefer mere academic attainments to tried experience. 
Fortunately that fear was unfounded. As sub-librarian and then 
librarian of University College, London ; as a teacher of librarians, 
and member successively of the L.A.A. Council, the Council of 
the London and Home Counties Branch of the L.A., and then of 
the L.A. Council itself; and as a worker for the co-operation of 
University libraries, Mr. Newcombe has won esteem for his good 
work and cordial good-will for his genial self. All public librarians 
will wish him well and will rejoice to work with him in the arduous 
post he has undertaken. 

* * * * 

Broadcasting is a question of the hour. Some librarians are 
so convinced of its virtues that they publish abroad their opinion 
that it increases and improves the reading of the masses. This 
would appear to be a paradox. Certainly if people were to listen-in 
all day they would have no time to read. If the “ talks” stimulate 
they must stimulate very superficial reading indeed, as the average 
is two different subjects nightly, we believe. Of course, people are 
probably quite selective in their “ listening-in.’”” We hope so, for 
the sake of universal sanity. We are now asked to establish a silent 
room in libraries where folk can listen in. Some librarians, we are 
told, are even hurrying to do it. We counsel care. Already we 
have been asked for a sound-proof room for gramophones ; we now 
want one for wireless. Why not rooms with telescopes for astronomy, 
practice rooms for music, rooms for chess, billiards and squash- 
rackets ; alittle theatre ; a special room for dancing ? Why not ?— 
all these are subjects of books, lectures, even teaching courses. 
Only this :—there should be some elastic definition of the scope of 
libraries first, to prevent extravagance. Our readers may have 
views of these matters. 

* * * * 
Among American visitors to England this summer is Mr. Carl 
H. Milam, the secretary of the American Library Association. We 
hope that many of our readers will have an opportunity of welcoming 
cordially this most distinguished and able visitor. 


* * * * 
In this number we print the first part of an interesting article 
on Modern Library Administration from the pen of Mr. W. C. 
Berwick Sayers. 
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MODERN LIBRARY ADMINISTRATION 


SOME SUGGESTIONS TOWARDS A RESTATEMENT OF 
ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES. 
By W. C. BERWICK SAYERS. 

At the Easter School for Librarians, held at Florence this year, 
my colleague, Mr. C. R. Sanderson, and I both devoted our attention 
to the conditions of library practice that appeared to us to be 
necessary or probable consequents of the ‘‘ new freedom” now 
enjoyed, theoretically at least, by public libraries. As Mr. Sanderson 
then said, a new attitude towards librarianship, based upon the 
principle of giving far more than is asked or expected, seemed to 
us to underlie modern library activity. Moreover, we were gravely 
concerned to suggest that many libraries were not, for a variety of 
reasons, giving nearly as much as is asked or expected. I have 
tried to discover why this is so, and my lectures were a modest 
attempt to indicate what I thought were the right or remedial lines. 
A small part of those lectures forms the papers that follow. Their 
original purpose will explain their style. 


I—THE NEW OUTLOOK. 

Every wise business man at intervals takes stock of his affairs, 
considering not only his profit and loss, but the means he has used 
to achieve either of them. He is then able to re-shape his course 
if necessary, to review his machinery, to discard the old or inefficient 
and to adopt better or newer machinery. The essence of successful 
business is to be aware of the most efficient means and to employ 
them promptly and without sentiment. Let me quote a paragraph 
from that somewhat remarkable novel of Sarah Gertrude Millin, 
Mary Glenn, which appears to me to be apposite in this connection : 

“He wondered sometimes if the farmers he spoke to were not 
right when they said that the English machinery was too good. 
It would not wear out. Year after year the expensive English 
implements would maintain their handsomeness and character, 
and because they were expensive and because they were good one 
could not abandon them. In the meantime improvements were 
continually being made, and the farmer who had bought the cheap 
American article could cheerfully scrap the out-of-date for the 
up-to-date ; but the farmer with the decent English thing could 
not lightly make changes.” 

In libraries as in other institutions it is essential that we should 
have this periodical re-assessment of our gains, failures, methods 
and general working; and that is the purpose of the following 
chapters, which will, I hope, be a contribution to modern library 
economy. Our limitations are obvious: this is not a manual of 
library economics in the sense in which that term has been standar- 
dized in Brown’s now classical work. It will not deal in minute 
detail with the small operations of a library. It will, rather, be a 
review of certain cardinal administrative activities in the light of 
the new possibilities, demands and difficulties of our own day. 

One must realise that our day differs enormously from that 
in which James Duff Brown and his peers worked. That was a 
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day of high ambition and of solid achievement, but a day with a 
strictly limited practical horizon. No fog that confines the vision 
of men within a circumscribed space was ever more confining than 
was the penny rate limitation imposed by the Libraries Acts from 
1855 to 1919 to the municipal librarian. All our professional 
periodical literature, our technique, our teaching, and all our text- 
books were permeated and to some extent vitiated by the need 
for confining library work to what could be done upon the miserable 
income then allotted to them. We looked enviously at American 
Libraries, but with a sense that their reports, their text-books and 
their methods of training were products of a bibliothecal Utopia, 
scarcely to be imagined here. There was no lack of hope, optimism 
and statesmanship in our old literature ; indeed, one wonders if 
any other profession on earth could have kept its lights burning 
more brightly in the long night of discouragement through which 
we lived. I would go even further and say that some of our pioneers 
found inspiration in the fact of the darkness; it spurred their 
efforts. That inspiration, if it were to be desired—as it is not— 
has gone ; and to some there is the thought that more liberal times 
have their own dangers. Such a view is premature. The Act of 
December 23rd, 1919, did indeed legally remove the rate limitation, 
so far as England is concerned. Instead of a blank financial wall 
at the end of his every view, the modern municipal librarian has an 
endless vista now. That is true, but only theoretically true. In 
practice the financial needs of our country and indeed of the world 
have been such ever since that we are not measurably beyond 1919 
in our work. But we have now the possibility of better things ; 
practical hope where we had only vain aspiration ; and the stress 
of the after-war period must pass if the world is to survive. Our 
outlook has changed radically. Even if we do not come wholly 
into the Promised Land, the way is open thither, and we can take 
some steps on the road. In colder statement, the time has come 
when all our views of library economy are in need of revision and 
expansion. Only the will of our people lies between us and the 
—— for Great Britain of libraries equal to those of the United 
tates. In this spirit, then, we approach our subject. 


Il.—THE MODERN LIBRARY BUILDING. 

I want you to consider with me the question of the planning 
of libraries in relation to the conditions of to-day. In so doing I 
would suggest to you that we should keep an enquiring, receptive 
and humble attitude towards all the methods which business men 
employ for the furtherance of their affairs; and should be ready 
to act upon any hint from the store-keeper or the commercial or 
factory organizer. One of the best methods of guiding bookshelves 
known to me was a hint from the illuminated signs used on the 
Underground Railways; and one of the best methods of library 
advertising came, I am told, from the advertisements used of 
Catesby’s cork lino. Libraries gave to business men the card index, 
the loose-leaf ledger, vertical filing and classification, all of which 
they employ to their profit; and we can, in our turn, profitably 
take from them their methods for the attracting of customers in the 
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lay-out of their premises and the display of their goods. That, 
however, important as I consider it to be, is merely a general principle 
to be borne in mind. 

All buildings succeed just so far as they are appropriate to 
their purpose. In considering the library building we have to ask 
ourselves if the buildings we have already are suitable to convey 
to the citizens the ideas which literature and its use ought to suggest. 
Architecturally whole classes of buildings exist which we recognize 
at once for what they are with complete acquiescence in their 
propriety. One can see at once that the strong, well-proportioned 
stone building is a bank, it suggests strength and security; that 
the aspiring spired or domed building is a church ; and soon. The 
public library is now almost as settled and expected a feature of the 
architectural landscape as a bank or church. Have we yet evolved 
a type of building which immediately suggests its character as do 
these? In England we have to say that we have not. Since the 
library benevolences of Andrew Carnegie towns have raised library 
buildings curiously alike, it is true ; buildings usually in red brick 
with white stone facings. I doubt if any of them can be said to be 
so characteristically library-like in appearance that it cannot be 
mistaken for the office of a gas company, a school, or something 
other than it is. Here is a question for architects, and one to which 
I do not pretend to have a solution. I cannot say what a library 
buildg ought to look like; it may be that its form should be 
based in some way on the physical form of the book itself, or there 
may be some other method of suggestion. All I know is that most 
library buildings now existing are not, apart from the use to which 
they are devoted, specifically “ library ’’ in architectural character. 

While we may not be able to lay down any principle in regard 
to the character of the exterior of a library—which is the part of 
the building to which the foregoing remarks have been confined— 
we can at least urge that the building should not be obviously 
inappropriate, and that it should be attractive, seemly and even 
beautiful. Within this definition there are several library buildings 
in England which seem to me to be good ones from the point of 
view of their appearance. First of all, as a thing of beauty, I would 
name the lovely John Rylands Library at Manchester, which my 
friend, Dr. William Warner Bishop, from a wide experience of 
libraries, named the most beautiful of library buildings. Its archi- 
tecture is ecclesiastical and collegiate in character, and the only 
criticism of it as a building is that it is so beautiful that one could 
wish that it had a more congenial site than the throbbing, material 
Deansgate. (At the same time it gives to Mancunians an oasis of 
beauty and quiet in the very vortex of their modern life which 
must be very precious to them.) Outside of the older university 
towns we have few libraries of this character. 

In a cheaper day than this the norm was the classical building ; 
and of this character is the British Museum, which can scarcely 
be described as a “ library ’’ building, and is too vast a structure to 
give really practical suggestions for ordinary libraries. I would 
mention the library of Preston as being perhaps the most satis- 
factory classical exterior that I know, but, as I have previously 
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hinted, it might easily in appearance be any other kind of public 
building. There does not seem to be much to choose amongst the 
libraries of the Carnegie period. Many of them are quite good- 
looking buildings, but one feels that they are cut to a pattern in 
most cases, and that the interior being rightly considered more 
important than the exterior, the latter has been conventionalized. 
Of the quite recently libraries, one or two of the branches of the 
Glasgow and Manchester Public Libraries and the central library 
at Ipswich seem to me to be worthy of note. 

In America the rennaissance palaces at Rome and Florence 
appear to have offered architectural suggestions for the great public 
libraries with which that land is being gradually covered. All of 
the greater libraries of the modern United States are built on the 
grand scale, and some of them reach a high degree of beauty, as 
at Boston, Albany—but it is difficult, possibly invidious, to specify 
amongst so many. 

Most of the libraries of which I have been speaking are large. 
Most of us, however, are likely to be concerned with smaller ones ; 
some of us with libraries for the villages. At present the average 
village does not possess a library, of course; it is scarcely an 
economic proposition yet. It will be, however ; and I do not think 
it at all unreasonable to suppose that at some future time every 
village which has a school building will have beside it a library 
building. In all small library buildings it appears to me that the 
local styles and materials should condition their character abso- 
lutely. This may be difficult with the intrusion, which seems to be 
going on everywhere, of the suburbs into the villages ; it is, never- 
theless, the true principle. 

III.—THE CONDITION OF THE BUILDING. 

If appropriateness is the one necessity of the outside of a 
library, much attention should be paid to the effect that the con- 
dition of the building is likely to make on the minds of the visitors. 
All the way let us recollect that for many people there is not only no 
compulsion to enter libraries; there is often no desire. We want 
to attract, just as Harrods, Selfridges or any other suppliers of 
things do. Those who think that if people will not come to libraries 
without inducements, then are libraries unnecessary, have not yet 
understood the purposes or possibilities of libraries. Consider in 
this connection the exterior of the average cinema or theatre, with 
its photographs and posters in colour, and its generous use of light 
at night. Look, too, at the fine facades and the elaborate window- 
dressing of the average well-doing shop. Are these things indulged 
in for the love of them only? No; they are good businesss ; they 
pay dividends; in short, they attract. So far, then, as the 
approaches to our libraries are concerned, let us do what we can to 
make them irresistible ; if a garden lies before the building, let it 
be planned in the best manner that the site, soil and local con- 
ditions of culture allow, and be a living, growing thing. At night 
let us have a brightly-lit entrance that radiates welcome. A small 
matter, this, in the eyes of those who have never considered it 
properly ; but a really valuable feature is often lost by a neglect 
of it. Further, there is no poorer economy that a property-owner 
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can indulge in than retrenchment upon paint. There is loss in 
beauty, dignity and health in such saving, and nothing reduces the 
effectiveness of a library mene more than dingy painted surfaces. 

So much for the exterior of the library, although a great deal 
more might be said. I am only too well aware of the difficulties 
of the simple things I have been advocating ; good architecture, 
materials, paint and gardening cost money, and money is hard to 
come by for library purposes. But we are looking to the future, 
and if we are convinced of the value of these things, in time here 
and there a library authority will respond to our insistence upon 
them, and once a tradition is established it will gain gradual, general 
acceptance. (To be continued). 


THE CENTRAL LIBRARY FOR STUDENTS. 


Mayor LuxmoorE NEWCOMBE APPOINTED LIBRARIAN. 

Our readers will be interested to learn of the appointment of 
Major Luxmoore Newcombe to be the Librarian of the Central 
Library for Students. Major Newcombe is full of enthusiasm as 
to the possibilities and scope of the work of the C.L.S., and his 
qualifications for the post are admirable, including as they do 
considerable library training and experience. He succeeded Pro- 
fessor R. W. Chambers as librarian of University College, London, 
on the latter’s appointment to the Chair of English at University 
College in 1922, having himself been sub-librarian there since 1903 
and an assistant from 1901 to 1903. 

He has thus had the advantage of assisting in the re-construc- 
tion of the College Library, which, when Professor Chambers took it 
over in 1901, was considerably less than half its present size and 
was totally unorganised. The College Library is now the third 
largest library in London and the fifth largest university library 
in the British Empire. The activities of the Library of University 
College are far greater than those of an ordinary university library. 
Not only does it cater for the 3,000 students of the College and a 
staff of 250, but its readers include many past students of the 
College, members of Convocation and other persons connected 
with the University of London, and English and foreign students 
who require material which cannot easily be obtained elsewhere. 
In addition, the members of those Societies which house their 
libraries in the College use the library both for consultation and 
borrowing. These societies’ libraries, the administration of which 
was under his charge, are the British Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, the Folk-Lore Society, the Geologists’ Association, 
the Jewish Historical Society, the Library Association, and the 
Philological Society. The College Library contains now 280,000 
volumes and pamphlets, housed in 39 halls and rooms with a total 
floor area of 33,000 square feet and seating accommodation for 
540 readers. The average annual accessions for the last six years 
has been some 10,000 volumes and pamphlets. An important work 
which brought Major Newcombe into touch with other libraries 
was the compilation of the Catalogue of Periodicals in the Library 
of the Royal Society of London. This Catalogue (455 pages) was 
published by the Oxford University Press in 1912. 


SIR MORTIMER DURAND 
A BIOGRAPHY by SIR PERCY SYKES 
The Author gives a fascinating record of Sir Mor- 
timer Durand's brilliant career in India, Persia, 
Spain and the United States. His powers of 
statesmanship and the remarkable ability which 
he brought to bear in dealing with Oriental 
S are clearly revealed in this great work. 
ith maps and 8 half-tone plates. 25s. net 


MY LIFE AS AN EXPLORER 
SVEN HEDIN 

“ It is far more exciting than any piece of fiction.” 
—Swunday Times. “‘ The most fascinating book of 
travel ever written.”—Morning Post. With 167 
illustrations by the author, and frontispiece in 
ur. 258. net 


THE SOUTH SEAS OF TO-DAY 
By Major A. J. A. DOUGLAS and 

P. H. JOHNSON 

“* The descriptions are admirable—and the illustra- 
tions reveal worlds of almost unimaginable beauty.” 
— Referee. With 24 half-tone plates and useful 
maps and charts. 218. net 


FOURTEEN ENGLISH JUDGES 
Second Impression § = By the Rt. Hon. the EARL 
OF BIRKENHEAD, P.C., D.L., D.C.L., LL.D. 
“ It is at once a brilliant contribution to history, to 
biography. to politics and to law.” — Liverpool Daily 


CASSELL BOOKS 


er. ““Itis very characteristic of his keen brain.” 
—Daily Sketch. With 15 half-tone plates. net 


THE HISTORY OF SPIRITUALISM 

By ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE 
“ The book that was needed. A standard work— 
he is almost too candid and fair."— Morning Post. 
“It is remarkably unbiased.” — Daily News. 
Two volumes, 8 plates in each. £2 28, net the set 


THE PERFEW BATSMAN 

4.8. HOBBS IN By A.C. MACLAREN 
“A remarkably interesting book.’’—Sporting 
Chronicle. “A book of inestimable value, par- 
ticularly to keen young cricketers.""— Yorkshire 
Evening Argus. With 98 action photos. 3s. 64. net 


LAWN TENNIS 
A Method of Acq iring Proficiency 

By Major J.C. S. RENDALL 
Major Rendall is one of the best-known tennis 
instructors on the Riviera, and writing with 
knowledge, directness and force, he sets forth 
the essentials on which proficiency in tennis 
playing depends. With 16 


NIGHT LIFE By RALPH NEVILL 


tone plates. 


CASSELL & CO., LTD., La Belle Sauvage, E.C.4 


“WHITAKER” 


Publications for 
LIBRARIANS 


“THE BOOKSELLER" 


evening. 


pos 


lished on this side of the Atlantic. 


; WEEKLY LIST OF PUBLICATIONS, 
Simphin's Bulletin of New Books, is the 
It is a complete classified list of the new boo 
(Specimen copy 2$d., post free.) 
td. per copy; Three months, #s.6d.; Siz months, 5s.; Per annum, 10s, 


WHITAKER’S CUMULATIVE BOOK LIST is now fully established as an authentic 


reference book for the Trade and Libraries. - 
Each part cancels by inclusion the previous issues 
of the year. Fully classified, together with a one-line index to Authors and Titles. 


Half-yearly volume now ready (Jan.-June). 


volumes contain practically the complete catalogues of every 
a one-line index to some 300,000 references. No new edition wi 
and in order to clear the few remaining copies on hand, 


19%, Edition is offered at 40s. net. 


incorpora 
ical publication iss 


latest bibliogra 
blished every Tuesday 


of the week. 


free. 


The only quarterly cumulative list pub- 


5s. net. 


be issued until 1928, 


12 WARWICK LANE, LONDON, E.C.4 


we 
“ Packed with good stories and curious informa- ee a 
tion about the gay life of London and Paris in the ie 
last hundred years.""—Daily Mail. With 8 half- a 
168. net 
1 
THE REFERENCE CATALOGUE OF CURRENT LITERATURE has for over ae 
fifty years been the recognised reference book of the librarian. The three weighty ae. 


12 Tue Lisrary Worwp. 


Since its foundation in 1919 he has been the Assistant Director 
of the School of Librarianship (which is conducted by a joint com- 
mittee appointed by the University of London and the Lib 
Association). This appointment has been held concurrently wi 
that of Librarian of the College. He has conducted the classes in 
practical cataloguing in the School. 

Other library activities include membership of the Council 
of the Library Association ; Council of London and Home Counties 
Branch of the Library Association; Joint Standing Committee 
on Library Co-operation ; Committee of the School of Librarian- 
ship; University of London Library Committee; King’s College, 
London, Library Committee. He was also at one time a member 
of the Council of the Association of Assistant Librarians. Member- 
ship of these bodies has brought him into contact with a great many 
librarians from all parts of Great Britain and has kept him in close 
touch with library developments throughout the country, a useful 
qualification in regard to the work of the C.L.S. 

In 1914 he was a member of the Committee whica was appointed 
by the Panizzi Club to compile a Union List of the Periodical Pub- 
lications in British Libraries. This work was stopped by the war, 
but his contributions to it were used in connection with the recently 

blished World List of Scientific Periodicals. He is now editing, 
or the Joint Standing Committee on Library Co-operation, a cata- 
logue of all the periodicals (other than those in the World List) 
which are in the University Libraries of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and has in the press a book dealing with the research material 
contained in the British and Irish university libraries. The object 
of this book is to bring to the notice of research students the great 
mass of material in the university libraries, much of which is at 
esent little known. This is a small attempt to help students, not 
y the actual supply of books, but by directing them to sources of 
information of which they might otherwise be unaware. Possibly 
this is a branch of work which should be done by the Central 
Library when it is fully developed. 


L.A. ANNUAL CONFERENCE MEETING, 1926 
Tue Annual Meeting of the Association will be held at Leeds during 
the week September 6th to 11th, 1926, by invitation of the Libraries’ 
and Arts’ Committee of the Leeds City Council. 

The President elect is Mr. Henry Guppy, M.A., D.Phil. et Lit., 
Librarian of the John Rylands Library, Manchester. 

The meeting will be held in the City Museum. Following the 
presidential address there will be papers and discussions relati 
to the Influence of the Public Library in Civic Life. This is intend 
to open a discussion following up the subject as introduced by the 
President, Principal Grant Robinson, in his address at last year’s 
meeting in Birmingham. 

Dr. Barker, Principal of King’s College, will read a paper on :— 
“ The iy of the National Home Reading Union in the. Public 

i ystem.”” 

“ Books, Libraries and Politics’ will be introduced by Mr. 

L. R. McColvin, Librarian of Ipswich. 
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and is an exact reprint of the famous lish National Edition, 
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Mr. J. W. Singleton, Librarian of Accrington, is to contribute 
a paper on “ The Reader from the Librarian’s Point of View.” 

A special session will be arranged for the meeting of members 
of County Library Authorities and their Librarians, and there may 
be other special sessions in addition, such as one for members of 
Library Authorities, if notification is received that it is desired. 

The above is only an outline sketch, it being probable that 
other important papers on library subjects will be submitted. 

Adequate space has been allotted in the Leeds Town Hall 
for the customary exhibition by Publishers, Booksellers and Makers 
of library fittings, furniture and appliances. Up to the time of 
going to press the following firms had signified their intention of 
taking part in the Exhibition :—Messrs. D. Appleton and Co., 
Boots’ Booklovers’ Library, Ltd., W. and R. Chambers, Ltd., 
Cedric Chivers, Ltd., C. Combridge, Ltd., Econasign, Ltd., Grafton 
and Co., Hodder and Stoughton, Ltd., Libraco, Ltd., Mudies 
Select Library, Ltd., B. Riley and Co., Ltd., W. H. Smith and 
Son, Ltd., F. and E. Stoneham, Ltd. 


L.A. PUBLICITY EXHIBITION. 


At the Annual Conference in Leeds the L.A. Publicity Committee 
propose to display designs for a Poster Competition, organized by 
the Committee, for which prizes have been offered. At the same 
time, it is the intention of the Committee to have an exhibition of 
Library Posters, and librarians are invited to send copies of their 
posters addressed to the Chairman or Hon. Secretary of the Publicity 
Committee, care of Mr. Hand at the Public Library, Leeds. Con- 
tributors are asked to send as near September Ist as possible, and 
to be good enough not to ask for their printed matter to be returned. 
The first Publicity Exhibition was held at the Manchester Con- 
ference, and it will be interesting to see what developments have 
taken place, inspired by the useful display of publicity literature 
then published. W.A.B. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 
DEAR ARISTONYMOUS, 

So many people have been explaining what I meant, or rebutting 
what they thought I meant, in my last letters that a certain liveli- 
ness has temporarily and suddenly sprung into English library 
journalism. Enough, indeed, it would seem, to justify the mystifi- 
cation of an American librarian friend who could not understand 
how it was that librarians over here seemed always to be quarrelling. 
However, I am going to respect the request of the Editor of THE 
LiprARY Wor Lp and be silent on the major question, singing the 
while to myself a ditty—very common in my now remote youth— 
which runs, or ran :— They say— 

What do they say? 
Let them say. 
And a very illuminating conclusion to a good argument it is. But 
SPEAKING OF YOUTH— 
here is one writer in an esteemed contemporary gravely, I suppose 
to prove the reverence of his years, advising a critic that he was 
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By E. M. Burns, B.Sc. Demy 8vo. 450 pp. Cloth 16s. 
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and Holland. 
By Hucu H. R. Visart, M.A., B.Litt. Demy 8vo. 260 pp. Cloth 10s. 6d. 
This book is an attempt to describe a short A remarkable history of _the 7: Wage 
System in Europe, and in some and the prob its 
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By C. F. Trenerry, B.A., D.Sc., A.I.A. Demy 8vo. 330 pp. Cloth 18s. 


Part I.—Origin and Development of Contract of Bottomry and Respondentia down to the 
Century. 

Part I1.—Traces of Methods of Insurance other than Life known to the Ancients. 

Part II1I1.—Whether Life Assurance was known to the Ancients. 


Part 1V.—Development of Modern Insurance from the family group system as exemplified 
in Belgium. 
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BRITAIN SINCE 1918. 

By Avan G. B. Fisuer, Ph.D., of the University of Otago, New Zealand. 
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born in 1896. I read it twice, to make sure that it was not a mis- 
int for 1866—that being about the normal birth-date of the 
evel ians (all my juniors, helas!) who are running the world of 
libraries to-day—but, no, the context made it abundantly clear 
that 1896 cull was intended. And did not Dr. Cantlie or some- 
body equally wise remark that a man was not worth talking to 
until he was 48: his brain had not developed? And did not Plato 
(vide The Republic, if my classical memory fails me not) legislate 
that the lowest age at which a man could talk on the fullest res- 
ponsibility of citizenship—marriage—was 35? But, in this day 
of youth, we have a Beverley Nichols writing his autobiography 
at 25, and doing it jolly well, too; and in art, letters, and poetry, 
the gorgeous twenties arise and are articulate ; even show genius, 
except in——., but, there, I must remember my promise. How- 
ever, I can sympathise with my 1896 prophet: he is thirty this 
year, and no greater shock is in store in life for any man than the 
sudden realization that he is thirty, and never, never, never can 
be in the twenties again. We need not be jealous, Aristonymous ; 
time revenges himself on all our young arrogance. 
WHat Is THE VALUE OF A CATALOGUER, 
or a classifier, for that matter? I see that the National Library 
of Wales, wanting one of each, fixes the commencing salary at from 
£150 to £200 according to acquirements. “Applicants must be 
competent to classify [or, in the other case, catalogue] printed books 
in all divisions of the general library, and must submit satisfactory 
evidence of their ability to do so.” The National Library of Wales 
is not, relatively, a rich library, and its chief has for years been an 
advocate of better conditions and remuneration for library assis- 
tants; and I am, therefore, questioning the current market value 
of the attainments required in the posts advertised. I turn to the 
Library Journal (June 15th) and read that the University of 
Pennsylvania wants a superintendent of cataloguing, salary $3,000. 
That, of course, is an important executive post. In another number 
(June Ist) an experienced cataloguer “ for a large library in a city 
in the East” is offered $1,800; the Panama Canal Library offers 
a woman cataloguer $150—$165 monthly ; and a college library 
in the central States has openings for an assistant cataloguer and 
assistant reference librarian at salaries of $1,300—$1,500. Thus, 
the lowest paid of these posts is £260. As I say, I am not criticising, 
but am seeking for information. 
ANOTHER PUZZLE 
to me is the rights, et cetera, of the new Co-operative Students’ 
Bookshops, Ltd., in which I am told my library committee may 
take a {1 share, may buy all its books at net prices, and will become 
in due course a participator in the profits which are expected to 
amount to about seven per cent. of our spendings. It sounds all 
ight, but that seven per cent., over and above all charges for 
inistration, will want some earning. In connection herewith 
the Secretary of the Booksellers’ Society (it has a much longer name 
than that, but I've forgotten it) has been justifying the net book 
system with the old argument—“ Why,” in effect he asked, ‘‘ should 
local booksellers pay rates to support their greatest competitor and 
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The Spell of the Turf 


The Story of American Racing. 

By SAMUEL C. HILDRETH and JAMES 
R. CROWELL. 40 illustrations. tavo. 
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What excitement like the finish of a great 
horse race! This book is full of it. No more 
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Edited by og ROBERTS, D.LC., 
M.L.Min.E., F.G 

A complete work and reference, 

covering the whole but with 


It contains lessons on all mining subjects, and 
special articles by eminent scientists and mining 
engineers. Among others mentioned : 
Sir Arthur Duckham, K.C.B Inst.C.E.; Sir 
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DICTIONARY OF BANKING 


A Complete Encyclopaedia of Banking Law 
and Practice. By W. THOMSON, Bask 4 
spector. With a section on the Irish Land 
in their relation to Banking, by LLOYD CHRIS. 
TIAN. Sixth Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 
The standard work of reference on all matters 
connected with banking. In crown 4to, half 
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Crown 4to, cloth gilt. 1,006 pp. £3 3s. net. 

This important work contains a great store 
of information on all phases of accountancy, 
arranged in the most convenient form. Every 
endeavour has been made to make the Dictionary 
comprehensive, and no trouble has been 5; 
to make it of the utmost utility to all who are 
in any way interested in accountancy. 

“At the price of three guineas it is, in these 
days of high wages, indeed a marvellous pro- 
duction, and should have a gine in the libeary 
of every accountant.""—The Accowntant’s Maga- 
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then give him preferential terms?” I would like to remind the 
Secretary that this is the sort of argument that my son when he 
was serving used to call “ tripe.” In America booksellers are wiser, 
and rather more courteous. 

LEEDS. 

“Leeds,” remarks one Joseph E. Morris, B.A., in a pretty, 
small, red-covered “ Little Guide” called The West Riding of 
Yorkshire—“ Leeds must be accepted as a place of some impor- 
tance, having reference to its size and population—nearly -a- 
million people cannot lightly be dismissed as though actually non- 
existent. Otherwise the city, though the seat of a Lord Mayor, of 
a recent University, of a Roman Catholic Bishop, possesses less 
attraction than hundreds of country villages that boast an ancient 
church. Leeds, moreover, exhibits neither dignity nor beauty to 
atone for this initial lack of interest.” So you see, Aristonymous, 
we are to visit a fearsome place. But it is all a point of view, and 
that is expressed (from William Morris) on our country-loving B.A.’s 
title-page :— 

“ Forget the spreading of the hideous town ; 
Think rather of the pack-horse on the down.” 

Well—think of it, but all the thought in the world won’t 
recapture the pack-horse or erase the grim fact of Leeds. And surely 
that was not the word of a son of Yorkshire. There is a grim vitality 
about Leeds, and if the prevailing first impression is blackness it is an 
unfair one. Inall the great northern cities there is colour, life, -apemert . 
and this sometimes finds a reflex in the mental life of their people. 
We shall have, I trust, papers on the literary life, the musical 
activities, and the industrial wonders of Leeds; and I hope we 
shall be spared any journalistic justification of her horrible and 
utterly indefensible back-to-back houses or her filthy river. This 

I Do Know, 
that we shall meet with a blunt, warm-hearted hospitality which 
will cancel every memory of the railway approach to the city. In 
these northern towns, where natural beauty has expired, human 
fellowship seems to have grown. Still, I have not the smallest right 
to be even faintly lugubrious about Leeds. Is it not celebratin 
its tercentenary this year? Did not Charles Ist (or was it 2nd 5 
grant its charter? And will this not be made evident by féte, 
exhibition, and revelry ? I believe so, and it is really a wonderful 
sight to see a crowd of Yorkshiremen rejoicing ; and I desire ardently 
to see how they will comport themselves when the occasion for 
rejoicing is a purely civic one. 
THE PROGRAMME 

will not keep any of us up o’ nights. You and I are, pad with 
our younger brethren, to blame for that. The dearth of new ideas 
is always with us ; but the dearth of new views of old ones is some- 
thing amazing. It is true that Principal Grant Robertson did give 
one of the best inspirational addresses of recent years at Birmingham 
last September, and we are primarily to discuss that. On the agenda 
it is not particularly arresting, but, if it is developed, it should be 
full of value and interest. One of the curious things of the hour 
is the dearth of new accounts, views, methods, etc., in the technical 


ANONYMA AND 
PSEUDONYMA 


By Stonehill, Block and Stonehill. 


100,000 different books are identified by a new and unique system, 
35,000 actual entries. Anonyma and Pseudonyma contains the 
key to English books from the beginning of printing until June, 1926. 


More than 500 separate bibliographies have been consulted in what 
the press calls this “ Monumental Undertaking,” including existing 
works on Anonymous books, “ Notes and Queries,” “ D.N.B.,” 
Sabin’s “ Dictionary of Books Relating to America,” Hazlitt’s 
“* Collections and Notes,” the Ashley Library, “ Modern Language 
Notes,” Bibliographies of Individual Authors, of Fishing, Hunting, 
Sports, Coloured Plates, Local Histories, etc., etc. Over 3,000 
booksellers’ catalogues were examined for presentation copies of 
anonymous works. 


This wealth of material has been embodied into only four volumes 
by the use of an unique and ingenious method. A prospectus will 
be sent to any librarian who is interested. 


The price of £5 5s. per set at last places within the means of all a 
definitive work on Anonymous and Pseudonymous literature. 


PUBLISHED FOR SUBSCRIBERS ONLY. 
£5 5s. NET THE FOUR VOLUMES. 


INQUIRIES MAY BE ADDRESSED TO 


C. A. STONEHILL, Jr. 


22 QUEEN ANNE’S QROVE, LONDON, W.4 
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tice of libraries. Others, I notice, have discussed this of late, 
t nothing has emerged. These matters are hardly suitable for 
open Conference meetings, but there ought to be a good deal more 
in the library journals. t I mean will be understood by anyone 
who refers to the little volume, Library Economics, which was 
edited by J. D. Brown in 1909. It consisted of 39 articles by 
assistants on technical topics. Amateurish, if you like, but showing 
an intense preoccupation with their craft as a craft. 

Their present-day prototypes have discovered that it is better 
to appreciate the style of Marcel Proust than to bother about these 
things. Maybe they are right ! 

Perhaps, too, there is a possibility of the discussion of these 
matters being relegated to the A.S.L.I.B.—what a horrible dissyllable 
that makes. Anyhow the Association of Special Libraries has just 
sent me the 

REPORT OF ITS SECOND CONFERENCE 

in which it is quite comforting, by the way, to find Mr. Jast, Mr. 

derson and Mr. Twentyman taking the chair at successive 
meetings), and it contains one or two y superb technical articles 
—which no librarian can miss and live (professionally). An excel- 
lent five-shillings’ worth. Incidentally, here is Mr. Jast oe 
strating, with model cards, how to index tempo: 
an article the like of which we have not seen from him of late. 

To get 

Back To LEEDs. 

Its librarians are our old friends. They are a virile lot. Mr. 
Hand, veteran now, suave and stately and the flower of courtesy, 
has built up one of the largest systems of the country. I am told, 
and rejoice to hear, that he has been elected a vice-president of the 
Library Association this year. He has many friends and deserves 
them. I am glad, too, to see that Mr. George Strother, one of his 
most versatile colleagues, has received the blue ribbon of the 
Presidency of what we used to call the L.A.A.—I can never 
remember its new-fangled and misleading initials—an associa- 
tion of library assistant’s is not an association of assistant 
librarians though the former would fain believe it were so. Any- 
how, Mr. Strother has attained the highest position open to an 
ordinary librarian in this country, and I and you congratulate 
him. Then there are others at pee tt old Mac—he will pardon 
the familiarity—-Walker, Treliving, Proctor, amongst all 
the best of fellows. Yes ; we shall be at home at 

When I said “ the highest position” just now I was leaving 
out of account deliberately the 

PRESIDENCY OF THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

—for it is rarely indeed that a librarian holds it. This year Dr. 
Guppy—may he pardon me if I say he is still “ Mr. Guppy ” to ay 
takes the chair to the honour of the profession he has distinguish 

now for (is it?) forty years. All my colleagues who are ar 
fifty have told me time and again that the greatest influences in 
their lives were Brown, MacAlister, Dr. Guppy and the L.A.A. 
Do you remember his editing of the Record, his lectures on biblio- 
graphy, and his influence, always on the side of the good, the refined, 
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the worthiest ? I remember how I hated his going to Manchester 
because we lost his presence in London, but also I remember how I 
rejoiced when, coming back to us at a meeting at the Guildhall 
Library in 1908, he told us that in his work at the John Rylands he 
had everything he wanted: “I want nothing more,” he said. And 
well has he served that library and us through it. His election 
as president comes late, he should have had the chair long ago ; 
but there are still many years before him in which he will 
continue the distinguished record of his life. May he enjoy his year 
of office. Vale! 

ERATOSTHENES. 
My Dear ERATOSTHENES, 

Do you not think that the time is ripe—I won't say 
“ opportune,” for that word is the exclusive property for negative 
uses by the inhabitants of the realms of Bumbledom—for a general 
upheaval of the accepted theories of our calling? Things seem 
to have reached a point at which they tend to remain stationary. 
All around us we can see scores of our brethren sitting in arm- 
chairs, hands clasped 

ACROSS THE UNIVERSE, 
wearing a beatific smile, and murmuring “ Here we are at last— 
perfection. Here we stay.” It is the most disquieting vision we've 
gazed upon for many a long day. Fancy, my dear Eratosthenes, 
everything is all right! What a horrible state to get into; how 
useful to the profession ! 

There appears to me to be hosts of awkward problems that 
we are confronted with and which we shall have to solve before 
many days are gone. But as yet not a breath stirs the air. Has 
everyone solved these problems quietly and said nowt? I don’t 
believe it. 

For my own part I’m beginning to gaze with awe and foreboding 
on my card catalogue cabinet. It is expanding so mightily that 
soon I shall require a separate room for it. I look at it and wonder 
are we 

Quire RicHt 

in carrying on with this great wooden box with its stacks of cards ? 
If we are, then are we right in duplicating the entries so many, 
many times? I have an awful feeling that at no very distant date 
we shall have to retrace our steps and examine the old methods 
with the hope that from them, and our experiences with 
the card catalogue, we may yet evolve something that answers 
all our requirements. However, there it is. I have a large card 
catalogue, not an inch of additional room available,and no prospects 
for years of enlarging the building. What's to be done? That’s 
the problem, and ten years’ time will not do for the answer. It is 
wanted now. The Sheaf catalogue was my old love. I wonder 
whether I’d do well to return to her? She was a much more 
pleasant individual to handle. She hadn’t the soulless mechanical- 
ness of the Card Catalogue. 

I am fed up with this eternal space question in another direc- 
tion—the housing of the books. So much has it perturbed me that 
I have taken the step of including a list of about 100 
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Out oF DaTE 
books  , age for withdrawal with my monthly list of books 
suggested for purchase. This, of course, is quite apart from ordinary 
wear-and-tear withdrawals. Some of the members of my Com- 
mittee didn’t like the idea of scrapping all these ap tly good 
books. But I pointed out that these had had their yo row | ought 
now to give place to the new books which cover the same ground 
with the addition of the latest developments. At any rate, I think 
it will be a means of solving partially and temporarily, perhaps, my 
storage problem. Maybe at some future date I will give you more 
detailed solutions of these problems; at present I am content to 
State little more than the problems. What are you doing ? 
Book PRODUCTION 

is the next question on which I would like to hold your attention 
for a few moments. Recently I have seen a copy of a work issued 
as a Memorial Edition. It is bound in a most execrable style. 
Since we have been endeavouring for years to raise the standard of 
book production this kind of thing gives us a nasty shock. Pro- 
fessional books ought at least to approach our desired standards. 

Are you going to the Conference ? Have you heard any whispers 
of the programme ? I sincerely hope that we have a goodly number 
of revolutionary papers and a deal of healthy discussion. It is 
about time that we had a real good 

SHINDY 
at the Conference. Perhaps we are getting too respectable! There 
is certainly a chance for one or two revolutionaries. For myself I 
am inclined to think we are at the cross roads and the time demands 
a thorough overhaul of our ideas on the direction in which we 
intend to advance. I hate this air of self-satisfied complacency 
that is stealing over so many—this contented, afternoon, attitude 
¢ mind that thinks that things have now reached perfection and 
ality. 

There is far too much copying of methods—all done in the 
name of Progress. I agree that in a way it is progress, but of a very 
unoriginal type that brings no real merit to those who so slavishly 
follow the pioneer trails that more skilled minds have blazed. 

Co-operation, co-ordination, space, the problem of the cata- 
logue, publicity and extension work are items that offer themselves 
for immediate discussion. 

However, Eratosthenes, we shall see whether the gods will 
be kind and give us a rousing feast. Yours as ever, 

ARISTARCHUS. 
[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of ‘‘ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.”’] 


LIBRARY TOPICS. 
Dr. BisHor’s PRACTICAL HANDBOOK OF MODERN LIBRARY CATA- 
LOGUING is being translated into Russian. 

‘ The A.L.A. is publishing a poster and four placards. They 
suggest the story of the A.L.A. and the library movement and are 
for the use of local libraries in connection with their library 
exhibits during the Fiftieth Anniversary year.” 


I 


E. & S. LIVINGSTONE, 17 tevior puice, 


LATEST PUBLICATIONS. THREE MEDICAL BOOKS. JUST PUBLISHED. 
COCHRANE, W. A., M.B., F.R.C.S. (Edin). Assistant Surgeon, Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh, 
Late Clinical Assistant wy ment, Massachusetts General Boston. 
carsaes SURGERY. A ~4 tudents, Practitioners and Surgeons. y 8vo. 
TR, 504 illustrations. 21/- net. Postage 9d. 
and S. (Edin. ye in Radiology and Electro-Therapeutics, 
niversit o! 
AHA Or m DICAL ELECTRICITY AND RADIOLOGY. Crown 8vo. 240 pp. 
ne uations. 8/6 net. Postage 6d. 
HOPE, E. W., —_ D.Sc., etc., Professor of Public Health, University of Liverpool ; and his 
Assistant, Dr. STALLYBRASS. 
“A TEXT-BOOK OF PUBLIC HEALTH.”’ Ninth Edition. Demy 8vo. 350 pp. 71 illus- 
trations 168/- net. Postage 9d. 


The ‘The Catechism Series. 1/6 net per Part 
Four New Parts Published 
ereanees OF THE EAR, NOSE AND THROAT, DISEASES OF THE SKIN, VENEREAL 
ISEASES, MENTAL DISEASES. 


DISEASES OF CHILDREN, TusencuLosis. 


Educational Series. 


PP 


Three im Published 
THE ACCOUNTANT’S AND SECRETARY'S YEAR-BOOK —1926 Issue. 400 pp. 11/- post free. 


OF FORENSIC MEDICINE AND TOXICOLOGY. Revised by 
E. W. Macratt, University — Liverpool. Demy 8vo. 9th Edition, 446., xii. pp. 
58 18/- net. Postage 9d. 


RUSSELL’S ULTRA-VIOLET RADIATION ae ACTINOTHERAPY. Demy 8vo. 264 pp. 
77 illustrations. 10/6 net. Postage 6d 


A tull Catalogue of Messrs. Livingstone’s Publications will be sent post free on application. 


Telephone 484 
408 Established over 60 years. stares Wigan 


STARR’S 
LIBRARY BINDINGS 


ONE QUALITY—THE BEST (the cheapest) 


we have no second or inferior quality. 


Our Magazine Cases 
2 Popular Lines | our Improved Pamphlet Cases 


Send for our Price List and compare— 


J. STARR & SONS, LTD. 


DAWBER STREET WORKS, 
Wholesale Warehouses : ROWSOTTOM SQUARE. WIGAN, Lancs. 
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“ REMEMBER THE LIBRARY, a Statement prepared by the A.L.A. 
Committee on Library Revenues and approved by the Council, 
calls attention to the service libraries are rendering their com- 
munities and to the appropriateness of creating trust funds and 
endowments for library purposes. The A.L.A. recommends that 
libraries make distribution of this statement to men and women 
in their communities who could afford to make generous gifts to 
the library, to those who might remember the library in their 
wills, to attorneys and trust companies who help people to make 
their wills, to administrators of estates, and to members and former 
members of the library board. The statement is beautifully printed 
from handset type on fine paper, in the form of a large four-page 
folder.” 

Six of the members who attended 1876 Conference are now 
members of the Honorary Fiftieth Anniversary Committee. 


An address on “Local Records and Historical Research” 
was given at the Cardiff Central Library by Miss Joan Wake, Hon. 
Sec. of the Northamptonshire Record Society, on Wednesday, 
June 9th. 

Early documents of local and historical interest, and a collec- 
tion of early Cardiff printed books and broadsides, were exhibited. 

A Conference on Children’s Reading was held at the Ryerson 
Lib Building, Grand Rapids, in May. The discussion was 
opened by a journalist, a clergyman, a mother, and an author. 

Indianapolis wants eleven new buildings, and to drive the 
point home reproduces in its bulletin a picture of a new branch of 
the Berkeley, California, Public Library, with the words, “ This 
is not a reproduction of a branch library in Indianapolis—we only 
wish it were.” 

A new library and reading-room was opened at Woolton, 
Liverpool, on Monday, June 7th, by the Lord Mayor. Formerly a 
mission hall, the building has been adapted at a cost of over £3,000 
—the Carnegie Trust providing about one-third of that amount. 
Borrowers at the Woolton Branch may obtain any book in the 
city’s collection. 

At the ceremony the Chairman of the Libraries Sub-committee 
spoke of the value of the libraries in the recent industrial trouble. 


Montrose, the first Library in Scotland to adopt Open-Access, 
has attained its majority. Its income is now nearly four times 
greater than when the Library Movement started in Montrose. 
In order that its present standard of efficiency may be maintained, 
it is to be hoped that the County Library Repository will continue 
to occupy the Upper Hall, since not only is £100 derived from that 
source but Mr. Christison is both County and Burgh Librarian, 
thereby receiving only a portion of his from the Burgh. 
Owing to this the ratepayers secure library facilities at a very 
cheap rate. 

Last year books to the value of £200 were inherited from the 
Book Club, which is regarded as the backbone of the Library so far 
as recent literature is concerned. 
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The eighth of the series ‘What the Libraries are Doing,” 
published recently in the Manchester City News, deals with Bury. 


An Exhibition of Paintings and Drawings of Australian Life 
and Landscape by Mrs. E. Hilda Rix Nicholas, held under the 
auspices of the Libraries, Museum and Art Gallery Committee, 
was opened at Sunderland by the Manager of the Australian XI. 
on Wednesday, June 9th. The Mayor (Alderman J. S. Nicholson) 
presided. 

The Second Report of the Commissioners to the Municipality 
for 1849 is re-published in the April number of the Port Elizabeth 
Bulletin. The first item on their list of expenditure is “‘ Miscellaneous 
Charges—Paid coolies, destroying dogs and removing nuisances, 
£7 12s. 3d.,” and apparently it cost only {1 Ils. 6d. to take a 
census of the town. 


PERSONAL NEWS 


ParkER, W. H., Sub-Librarian of the Hackney Public Librarians, 
has been appointed Chief Librarian in the place of Mr. T. Aldred, 
retired. 


Sayell, R. C., Watford Public Library, promoted to Chief 
Assistant, at £150 to £220 per annum by {10, vice Miss Cockcroft, 
resigned, May 10th, 1926. 

Bailey, J. A., promoted to Senior Assistant at {90—{100 per 
annum by increments of £10, vice R. C. Sayell. 

Mr. George Rickword, Librarian of Colchester, is retiring on 
superannuation on September 30th, after holding his position for 


thirty years. 


SOCIETY OF PUBLIC LIBRARIANS. 


Tue members of the Society of Public Librarians and their ladies 
had their Annual Summer Outing on Wednesday, June 23rd, when 
a large party enjoyed a motor coach trip in Surrey, Sussex ana 
Kent. The first stop was at East Grinstead, where luncheon was 
partaken of. The party then proceeded to Homestall Manor, 
Ashurst Wood, the seat of Lord Dewar, by whose kindness the 
gardens, stables, kennels and poultry farm were showr, the ladies 
also being permitted to view the chief apartments of the house. 
The tour was resumed through Forest Row, which commands 
glorious views of Ashdown Forest, to Withyam, where a halt was 
made for tea, and the return journey was made via Edenbridge and 
Westerham. 


REVIEWS. 


REPORTS. 


BarRKING Public Library—37th Annual Report. Librarian, 
F. W. McLaren, M.L.A. Population, 39,000. Stock: Lending, 
13,892; Reference, 2,510; Junior, 3,865; Teachers’ Library, 
211. Additions, 2,311. Issues : Lending, 139,084 ; Reference, 
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2,938 ; Junior, 60,710; Teachers’ Library, 313; Books for the 
Blind, 148. Borrowers, 8,509. 

The figures given in the Report are the most satisfactory on record in 
the history of the Library. By substantial increases they show the advancing 
popularity of all departments. 

Eccres Public Library.—Librarian’s Report, 1925-1926. Librarian, 
J. Wilson Lambert, F.L.A. Population, 45,000. Stock: Lending, 
14,059 ; Reference, 2,703. Issues: Lending, 93,842; Juvenile, 
27,245; Reference, 11,672; Blind Readers, 358. Borrowers, 
6,386. 

The work amongst the Juvenile Readers has more than doubled itself 
during the last few years and it is felt that special facilities should be provided 
to cope with this urgent and growing need. 

Public Libraries—38th Annual Report. Librarian, 
J. E. Walker, F.L.A. Population, 163,700. Income from Rate, 
£6,750. Stock: Lending, 53,470; Reference, 11,679. Addi- 
tions: Lending, 2,625 ; Reference, 591. Issues: Lending, 
469,460 ; Reference, 66,931. Borrowers, 20,336. Two Branches. 

A noteworthy feature of a successful year’s work was the publication 
of a ‘‘ Readers’ Guide ’’ quarterly. Other branches of the Libraries’ activities 
include lectures, talks to children, exhibitions and the issue of illustrations 
from a special collection numbering over 20,000. During the year 243 classes 
from the elementary schools visited the Libraries for study and reference 
work, whilst lists of books on special subjects were circulated in the schools. 
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA Public Library and Museum.—20th Annual 

Report. Librarian, Wm. Pollitt, F.S.A., F.L.A. Population, 
120,000. Stock: Lending, 22,781; Reference, 3,832; Dis- 
tributing Centre, 4,512; School Libraries, 3,700. Additions, 
6,666. Issues: Lending, 289,493 ; Reference, 35,139 ; Distribut- 
ing Centre, 97,296 ; School Libraries, 61,911. Borrowers, 22,378. 

It is expected that the work on the extension of the Central Library 
building will be commenced very shortly and proposals for establishing 
branches are being pushed forward. A number of interesting and valuable 
additions were made to the Museum, which was again very extensively used. 
The Report contains illustrations of some of the Museum exhibits. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


Sears (Minnie Earl) List or Susyect HEADINGS FoR SMALL 
LIBRARIES, COMPILED FROM LISTS USED IN NINE REPRESENTA- 
TIVE SMALL Lipraries. Second Edition. Revised and oe 
Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. x., 416. New York: The H. W. Wi 
Co. (London: Grafton and Co.), 1926. 13s. 6d. net. 

The new edition of Miss Sears’ “ List of Subject Headings for Small 
Libraries "’ has been practically doubled in size and now contains 416 pages. 
In the first edition “ see ’’ references were given, but the “ see alsos"’ have 
been added in order to conform more closely to the Library of Congress form 
of headings. In every way the book has been improved and thoroughly 
tested. The first edition was an attempt to issue a list intended for the use 
of the smalllibrary. It was found to fill a real need and the improvements have 
been the outcome of actual experiences of the list in both libraries and schools. 
Williams (Reginald G.) Courses or Stupy 1n Lrprary SCIENCE : 

BEING THE ASSISTANT’S GUIDE TO LIBRARIANSHIP. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. xii., 200. Hopkins and Sons (Agents, Grafton and 
Co.), 1926. 7s. 6d. net. 

qualifying for the library professions. Errors have been eliminated, reading 
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outward appearance of the book is hardly up to the standard of the usefulness 
of its text. This is a volume which no would-be librarian can afford to do 
without. 


STANDARD CATALOG FoR Lispraries. A selected list 
of 2,600 books chosen with the help of educators and school 
librarians with added lists of phlets, maps and pictures. 
Standard Catalog Series. Part I. A classified list, with notes, 
a guide in selection. Edited by Zaidee Brown. Demy 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 272. New York: The H. W. Wilson Co. (London: 
Grafton and Co.), 1926. 12s. 6d. net. 

This is a valuable aid to book selection and is adaptable to libraries of 
varying size. Over 2,600 books and about 470 pamphlets have been chosen 
with the help of many children’s librarians and experts in children’s reading, 
including a number of educators. They are arranged in this catalogue by 
classes, according to the Dewey system. Many lists of pamphlets and pictures 
are also included. The books for first purchase are marked with a star and 
the titles are annotated. Publishers and prices also are given. Special atten- 
tion has been paid to scientific and technical books. The selection of pamphlets, 
— and maps has also been studied. Both English and American pub- 

ers’ names are given wherever possible and it is intended to publish annual 
supplements. 


THe Motor TRANSPORT YEAR Book AND DtrecTory, including 
Public Service Undertakings and Allied Manufacturing Com- 
panies; and a Directory of Officials connected therewith. A 
companion volume to Garcke’s “‘ Manual of Electrical Under- 
takings and Directory of Officials.’ Edited by Frederick C. 
Garrett. Vol X., 1925-6. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xlvii., 828. 
Electrical Press Ltd., 1926. 25s. net. 

The fact that this work has increased from a description of 617 under- 
takings in 1916 to 5,843 in 1926 is sufficient guarantee of its usefulness, with- 
out any further explanation to recommend it. The progress is shown and 
analysed in Statistical Tables which are widely informative on the growth 
of the motor industry. The contents are classified in the same manner as 
Volume I., and consist of a Statistical Summary and General Survey and 
four main sections arranged in strict alphabetical order. Joint Stock Com- 
panies’ names are treated as registered, even where they begin with an initial 
or Christian name, private owners being arranged under surnames. There 
is, however, a General Index combining all the sections and indexing all under- 
takings under surnames and the “ fleet names ” of the services in operation. 

The progress of the year and General Survey section is devoted to a review 
of the industry and secondly to a résumé of the laws and regulations governing 
motor transport services. Subjects dealt with in this issue are as follows :— 
The Motor Omnibus as a Motor Car and a Stage Carriage, Plyimg for 
Hire, Extraordinary Traffic, Prohibition and Restriction of Traffic on Specified 
Roads and in the London Traffic Area, Taxation, Registration and Licensing, 
Scale of Licence Duties, Part Year Licences, Conditions attaching to Issue 
of Trade Licences, Omnibus Bil! 1926, Licensing and Regulation of Public 
Vehicles, Summary of M.O.T. Committee’s Report (May, 1925), Restriction 
of London Omnibus Services, Ministry of Transport—Summaries of the Work 
of Various Departmental Committees, Classification of Roads: Schedule of 
Mileage 1925-26, Motor Tax Account 1925, Number of Motor Vehicles 
Licensed in Great Britain, Amount of Duties Collected, etc., Road Fund— 
Summary of Accounts for 1924-25. Facts have been carefully verified in 
every case and the volume is indispensable to all interested in the motor 
industry. 

PosSIBILITIES OF BRITISH-RUSSIAN TRADE. Frontis. 8vo, pp. 115. 


Sag o-Russian Parliamentary Committee, 1926. Is. 
report of an investigation carried out by five Labour M.P.’s. under 
the chairmanship of Mr. R. C. Wallhead, M.P., to ascertain the possibilities 
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of the Russian market as a field for British export trade. Five weeks were 

t in visiting a number of important industrial centres and in interviewing 

rds and Representatives of Unions. Each chapter of the report deals 
with a different industry and numerous statistics are given showing Russia’s 
material and financial resources. It may be concluded from this investigation 
that throughout the whole of the Republic there is a huge shortage of manu- 
factured goods of every conceivable kind and, generally speaking, British 
goods are preferred. Soviet Russia would be willing to place orders in Great 
Britain immediately, provided she were guaranteed normal trade credits, 
for tools and machinery of every description. These orders would be of 
particular value to us because they would bring relief to those trades which 
are suffering most heavily from unemployment. 


WHITAKER’S CUMULATIVE Book List. Part VIII., January— 
June, 1926. A Classified List of Publications issued from January 
to June, 1926, together with an index to authors and titles. 
Cr. 4to, paper, pp. 102. Whitaker and Sons, 1926. 5s. net. 

This useful catalogue, arranged in large subject groups, with indexes of 
authors and titles, covers the publications issued during the last six months. 

It is absolutely indispensable to all handling recent books. 


Thorne (Wm. Benson) HoNoRARY SECRETARYSHIP: A GUIDE TO 
ITS SUCCESSFUL Practice. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 72. Pitman 
and Sons, 1926. 2s. 6d. net. 

It is interesting to note that Mr. Thorne gives as the first essential quali- 
fication in any person undertaking secretarial work a sense of responsibility 
and a cheerful recognition of the obligations entailed. These are indeed 
attributes greatly to be desired in every worker, of whatsoever grade, under- 
taking secretarial duties or any others, honorary or otherwise as the case 
may be. This is a practical handbook, dealing not only with the necessary 
qualifications of an Hon. Sec. but also with the Formation of Societies and 
Clubs, Election of Officers and Committees, Procedure at Meetings. Agendas 
and Minutes, Correspondence and Finance. The work is the result of many 
years of personal experience and should prove very helpful. 


Chancellor (John) How to BE Happy IN PARIS WITHOUT BEING 
RumnED. With picture map in four colours. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 223. Arrowsmith, 1926. 3s. 6d. net. 

No one should go to Paris without this little volume. It gives just the 
personal touches which guide-books omit as being too intimate and perhaps 
also too ephemeral. It was written while the franc was 140-150 to the £ 
sterling and prices can therefore be adjusted for a long time to come. It 
does not, of course, pretend to be exhaustive, but in one way that is its charm. 
Go everywhere the author recommends, see everything he describes as suitable, 
and the knowledge of Paris that everyone has would be increased at least 
fourfold. 


FICTION. 


Dawe (Carlton) THE ForBIDDEN Surine. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 304. 
Ward, Lock and Co., Ltd., 1926. 7s. 6d. net. 


An adventure story of a young man who rescues a fair lady from pecuniary 
trouble and an arrogant bully. 


Wright (Gene) YELLow Fincers. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 332. Lippin- 
cott Co., 1926. 7s. 6d. net. 

There appears to be a continued taste for a certain class of book which 
started with the Fu Manchu series, and Yellow Fingers is another Chinese 
story of the wickedness of Chinks and their apparent attraction to beautiful 
English women. The colour of the East is well portrayed but, to our mind, 
such books might be carefully weeded out and only the best of them retained. 
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Duke (Winifred) ScotLanp’s HEIR. Illus. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 360. 
W. and R. Chambers, Ltd., 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

A well-written story of the 1745 Rebellion, with clever portrait studies 
of the historical personages which surround the picturesque character of 
“ Prince Charlie.” Here is a description of the Prince: “‘ His was a per- 
sonality taut, vivid, bubbling over with ill-suppressed nervous energy. Without 
being actively restless, he was seldom still. The whole effect he gave was of 
something over-emphasised, over-brilliant, surcharged with vitality. The 
carriage of the head, right royal, the eyes, dropping haughty lids in disdain, 
or arching finely-curved brown in half-petulant inquiry, the long beautiful 
hands, the firm body, big-boned without clumsiness, the clean lines of the 
straight limbs and erect young back marked him out from the rest as his 
mere youth could not do. He carried his burden of royalty easily, uncon- 
cernedly, but it showed in every gesture, every movement, each turn of head 
=e body. He could not conceal it any more than he could change the colour 
of his eyes.” 


Bindloss (Harold) HELEN THE ConguEeROR. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 
316. Ward, Lock and Co., Ltd., 1926. 7s. 6d. net. 

A story of farm life in Canada. Helen, an English mill girl, having 
answered a matrimonial advertisement, marries a farmer and makes a man 
of him. 

Knowles (Vernon) BeEAps oF CoLourED Days. A Stupy IN 
BenAviour. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 258. Wells Gardner, Darton 
and Co., Ltd., 1926. 7s. 6d. net. 

The title, which at first appears curious to the reader, is explained by the 
fact that the phrase occurs in a poem by Masefield. The author tells his 
story with great delicacy of expression and his characters work into a remark- 
ably clever psychological study. 


JUVENILES. 


Helme (Eleanor E.) FrtEnps OF FIELD AND Forest. Illustrated by 
Barbara Briggs, F.Z.S. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 94. Religious 
Tract Society, 1926. 7s. 6d. net. 


A charming juvenile book, with attractive coloured plates in soft shades 
of brown, yellow and green mounted on pale blueish-grey paper. The text 
is brightly written with a view “‘ to send you out into the fields and woods, 
beside hedges and down the banks of streams, to search for yourself.” An 
altogether desirable book for youngsters, issued at a moderate price. 


POETRY. 


Story (E. M.) O Memory! FourTEEN SonNETS. Decorations by 
E. S. Duffin. Sm. cr. 8vo, cloth. pp. 32. Simpkin Marshall, 1926. 


These Sonnets to Memory have a quaint charm which deserves a much 
better fate than oblivion, and we recommend this attractive little booklet 
as a friendly gift which might appropriately be laid away in lavender in a 
treasured drawer to be brought out in those quiet moments that we all love 
to snatch from the practical, fevered world of to-day. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Wilkinson (Marguerite) THE PorTRY oF OUR Times. Reading 
with a Purpose Series. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 32. London: Grafton 
and Co.; New York: American Library Association, 1926. 
2s. 6d. net. 

Meiklejohn (Alexander) Puttosopuy. Reading with a Purpose 
Series. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 52. London: Grafton and Co.; New 
York: American Library Association 1926. 2s. 6d. net. 
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Russell (William) AMERICAN EpucaTIon. Reading with a Purpose 
Series. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 22. London: Grafton and Co.; 
New York: American Library Agsociation, 1926. 2s. 6d. net. 

Maxwell (William Coghlan) THE SPoNGER OF STRAND ALLEY, 
AND OTHER VERSES. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 98. John Bale, Sons 
and Danielson, Ltd., 1926. 5s. net. 

PopuLAR RESEARCH NARRATIVES, Vol. II. Fifty brief stories 
of research, invention or discovery, directly from the “ men 
who did it,” pithily told in language for laymen, young and old. 
Collected by the Engineering foundation under the editorial 
direction of Alfred D. Flinn. Pp. viii., 174. Baltimore: Williams 
and Wilkins Co.; London: Bailliere Tindall and Cox, 1926. 
4s. 6d. net. 

Reynalds (Dorothy) JERRY’s ADVENTURES IN FAIRYLAND AND 
IMPLAND. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 63. Stockwell, 1926. 2s. 6d. net. 


Niblett (Gladys) Betry’s FLowers. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 32. Stock- 
well, 1926. 2s. 6d. net. 

Chamberlayne (C. H.) THE ROMANCE OF A ROSE, WITH OTHER 
PLAYS AND Stories. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 64. Stockwell, 1926. 
2s. 6d. net. 

Hasson (W. Fraser) THe SUBLIME COWARD, AND OTHER STORIES. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 64. Stockwell, 1926. 2s. 6d. net. 


Drew (Annie) WHat Micut HAvE Been. A Psychical Story. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 72. Stockwell, 1926. 2s. 6d. net. 


North (Haro) THe CoapjuTor. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 90. Stockwell, 
1926. 2s. 6d. net. 

Woods (Freda) Tue BrokEN-HEARTED Lover. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 58. Stockwell, 1926. 2s. 6d. net. 

Welch (Eleanor) TrAvEL Notes. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 48. Stockwell, 
1926. 2s. 6d. net. 

Kirkpatrick (Clifford) INTELLIGENCE AND IMMIGRATION. Mental 
Measurement Monographs, Serial No. 2. Demy 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 128. Baltimore: The Williams and Wilkins Co. ; London : 
Bailliere Tindall and Cox, 1926. 18s. net. 


TweLve annotated lists have been issued by the H. W. Wilson 
Company with the general title ‘‘ Novels Too Good to Miss.”” The 
separate lists are entitled “ Tales of the British Isles,” ‘‘ Three 
Continents,” ‘“‘ Two Americas,” ‘‘Ancient Times,” “‘ Sea Stories,” 
“Tales of Adventures,” ‘‘ Social Studies,” ‘‘ Family Stories,” 
“ Social Activities,’ “‘ Love Romances,” Psychological Tales,”’ 
and “ Character Stories.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Eprtor, The Library World. 
Sir, 

In connection with the highly important point raised in the 
article on “‘ Libraries for Librarians” in the current issue of your 
journal, it may be of interest to note that the nucleus of such a 
library as the one indicated already exists at University College, 
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London, in the Library of the School of Librarianship, which now 
mumbers some 1,400 volumes of carefully selected books of library 
economy and kindred subjects. This collection has been built up 
during the past seven years from grants totalling {800 and from 
books transferred from the main College Library. In addition to 
these books there are many hundreds of bibliographical works 
scattered throughout the various sections of the College Library 
or housed in the Library Staff rooms, and the libraries of the Library 
Association and of the Bibliographical Society are housed in the 
College. One way and another, therefore, there is at Universit 
College a very useful working library to which any librarian wil 
gladly be given the fullest access for consultation, though in most 
cases it is not possible to issue books on loan, except from the 
Library Association Library, and then only to members of the 
L.A. or the A.A.L. 


I do not suggest that this meets the needs of the profession— 
in fact, it certainly does not—but it is at any rate something to 
go on with, and should be known to all who may wish to use the 
material. 

Yours, etc., 
LuxmoorE Newcomse, Librarian. 
University College, London. 
June 29th, 1926. 


Tue Epitor, The Library World. 


Sir, 

In the Annual Report of my Committee for 1922-23 there was a 
paragraph relating to the Sir Benjamin Stone Collection of photo- 
graphs which was presented to the Birmingham Reference Library 
in that year. 

It was pointed out that the Library was in possession of some 
14,000 of the negatives of these photographs and that facilities for 
reproduction would be given to such libraries as wished to obtain 
copies. 

The collection is strong topographically and the opportunity 
of strengthening the local collections in various public libraries 
appears to be an excellent one. It is rather surprising that no appli- 
cations for the use of the negatives has been received (at least from 
a public library), but possibly this is owing to the fact that the 
paragraph referred to has escaped attention. The number of photo- 
graphs of the counties is much too long to be given here, but speci- 
mens are 

Berkshire, 543 (including Windsor Castle); 
Cheshire, 155. 

Cornwall, 161. 

Gloucestershire, 159. 

Norfolk, 194. 

Northants, 278. 

Yorkshire, 240, etc. 

Of Scotland there are 224 and of Wales 621. 
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I shall be glad to send further particulars to any Librarian 
desiring to obtain reproductions. 

I may say that this library has no commercial interest what- 
ever in the matter and no particular photographer has been 
appointed to make any reproductions. 

I shall be glad to give any help that I can to any librarian 
who may be interested. 

Yours, etc., 
WALTER PowELL, 
Birmingham Public Libraries. Chief Librarian. 
June Sth, 1926. 


Tue Eprror The Library World. 
Sir, 

I am pleased to inform you, and you will be equally pleased 
to know, that your editorial note is inaccurate as to the transference 
of the Leyton Library responsibilities to the Education Committee. 

One one or two previous occasions this has been suggested, 
but the ex-Clerk to the Council gave it as his opinion that “ as the 
Council was not the Education authority the transfer could not 
be made.” 

The present recommendation was made by the Education 
Committee, but the Clerk reported that “as the Council were 
already a Library Authority, and were not a Local Education 
Authority for education other than elementary, there was no power 
to delegate the duties of the Library Authority to the Education 
Committee,” and consequently the recommendation was not 
adopted. 

Yours, etc., 
Central Library, Leyton, E.10. Z. Moon, Librarian. 

June 26th, 1926. 


Tue Eprror, The Library World. 


Sir, COUNTY LIBRARIES. 

I have been invited by Messrs. Grafton to prepare a new 
edition of my book, and to that end would invite any suggestions 
your interested readers may feel prepared to make. The progress 
made in the county library movement since the date of publication 
of the work (1923) has been considerable, and although a useful 
body of information is available, representing all sorts of effort, 
I should like to make this invitation as open as possible. 

I do not propose to complete the new edition until after the 
Departmental Committee of the Board of Education has reported ; 
but it would be convenient to have the general body of the work 
prepared in advance. I trust, therefore, that your readers will 
send me their observations at an early date. As the first edition 
sold 500 copies in the United States I would extend the invitation 
to friends over there. 

Yours, etc., 
47, Pitcairn Street, Ropert D. MAcLeop. 
Brucefield, Dunfermline. 
June 23rd, 1926. 
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